The percentage of children living in two Smith & Smith, 1981) , and very little is known parent families has declined from 87.5% in about them. 1960 to 76.6% in 1980 (Glick, 1979 ; U.S. Bureau
The dramatic rise in divorce during the of the Census, 1981) . This change in the living 1960's and 1970's correctly focused the attenarrangements of children has been attributed tion of researchers on children living in one to an increase in divorce and, to a considerably parent families. But this single-minded conlesser extent, to an increase in the percentage cern with divorce left largely unexamined an of never married mothers (Wattenberg & Reinadditional living arrangement of children, hardt, 1979) . A number of studies have docuthose living with neither of their parents, an armented the rise of single parent families, rangement referred to in this paper as parentespecially mother-only families, and have comabsent children. The few demographic studies pared the demographic characteristics of chilof children's living arrangements that included dren living in these families with children in inthe category "children living with neither tact, two parent families (Bianchi & Farley, parent" did not specifically focus on this group 1979; Glick, 1976 Glick, , 1979 Ross & Sawhill, 1975) . (Glick, 1976) , or only studied children in living Children living in father-only families have arrangements other than in families, such as been investigated only recently (Mendes, 1976;  institutions (Ross & Sawhill, 1975 (Goody, 1978) . It is not known how widespread this custom is in the United States, nor is it known whether racial differences exist in the prevalence of parent-absent children. Parent-absent children have not been singled out for study previously and little is known about their characteristics or living arrangements. The purpose of the present study is to examine what is known about these children using the available data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Method
Parent-absent children included those children and adolescents under 18 years of age who were living apart from their parents. Included in this group were children living in families where a parent was not present in the household and children who were living as secondary individuals in group quarters, such as students and lodgers. Before 1972 parent absence also included children and adolescents who were involuntary inmates of institutions. Beginning in 1972, however, the Census Bureau did not include institutionalized children in its Current Population Reports and these children could not be identified and counted in the present parent-absent group. Excluded from the group of parent-absent children were all children living in families with one or both parents, whether or not the parent was considered the head of the household. Also excluded were those children under the age of 18 years who were primary individuals, i.e., living alone or in households without relatives. Approximately 0.1 % of all children from 14 to 17 years of age in 1970 were in this group. Individuals under the age of 18 years who were married and were heads or wives of heads of families also were excluded. In 1970 approximately 1.5% of individuals from 14 t o 17 years old were in these categories.
The data for this study were taken from two sources. The information on the family status of parent-absent children reported in Tables 1   and 2 , and on yearly changes in parent-absence presented in Figure 1 was obtained from Current Population Reports. These surveys are conducted monthly by the U.S. Bureau of the Census to provide data about the civilian labor force population. The data for the present study were taken from the March surveys which contain questions about household and family characteristics. These reports were based on a weighted national random sample of approximately 50,000 U.S. households which included every state and the District of Columbia.
The information in Tables 3 and 4 on the family and non-family living arrangements of parent-absent children was obtained from the 1970 U.S. Census of the Population. Questions concerning family household characteristics were asked by enumerators when visiting the sample households. The percentages reported in these tables were based on a 5 % sample of the 1970 U.S. households.
Results

Prevalence of Children Living Apart From Their Parents
According to the most recent U.S. Current Population Report, in 1980 a total of 2,295,000 children, or 3.7% of all unmarried noninstitutionalized children under 18 years of age, were living apart from their parents (US. Bureau of the Census, 1981). As can be seen from the data presented in Table 1 almost three times as many children were living apart from their parents as were living in a household with the father present and the mother absent.
The percentage of parent-absent children varied somewhat as a function of the child's age: 4.7%, the largest percentage, were children less than 6 years old; 2.9% were children from 6 t o 14 years of age; and 4.4% were adolescents from 15 to 17 years of age. Although these percentages are relatively small, a large number of children in each age group were living apart from their parents, as can be seen from the data in Table 1 . For example, in 1980 almost one million preschool age children, or approximately one out of every 21 children from birth to 5 years of age were not living with a parent.
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Racial Differences Yearly Changes
A greater percentage of children living apart Figure 1 shows the percentages of black and from their parents in 1980 were black than white parent-absent children in three age white or of Spanish origin. As can be seen from groups for the years 1968 through 1980 (data Table 2 , 12.1% of black children, 3.4% of for children of Spanish origin were not rechildren of Spanish origin, and 2.2% of white ported before 1980). The graph illustrates three children were not living with either parent. The important facts. First, during every year beconsiderably greater occurrence of parenttween 1968 and 1980 a greater percentage of absence among black children is further inblack than white children of any age were living dicated by the fact that in 1980 14.1% of all apart from their parents. Second, among U.S. children were black, although 46.3% of blacks, children from birth to 5 years of age parent-absent children were black. In contrast, were most likely to have lived apart from their 8.3% of all children were of Spanish origin and parents, while among whites it was adoles-7.6% of children not living with their parents cents from 14 t o 17 years. Third, between 1968 were of Spanish origin, while whites accounted and 1975 a decline occurred in the percentage for 77.6% of all children but only 46.1% of of parent-absent children for both races and all parent-absent children.
ages. This pattern dramatically reversed itself 
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o----o WHITE. 14-17yrs. were not included in the yearly Current Population Survey. Thus, the incidence of parent absence is even higher than the percentages reported here for the years 1972-1980. aFor 1980 the Census age categories were 0-5 yrs., 6-14 yrs., and 15-17 yrs.
in the mid-19701s, and recently there were large living apart from their parents. In 1980 17.5% of yearly increases which peaked in 1979 in the black children from birth to 5 years of age, or percentages of white and black parent-absent almost one out of six black children in this age children who were less than 14 years of age. range, were living apart from their parents. Between 1975 and 1979 a 133.3O/0 increase took Among white children in this age range the place for black parent-absent preschool age percentage was 2.4%, or about one out of 46 children, and a 92.9% increase for white chilchildren. dren in the same age group. The similarity of
Living Arrangements these percentage increases should not conceal the fact that a much higher percentage of Data from the 1970 U.S. Census on the living black than white preschool age children were arrangements of parent-absent children, in- cluding those living outside of families, are presented in Table 3 . Clearly, most children who were not living with their parents were living in the family of a relative, especially grandparents. As children got older they were less likely to live with their grandparents, however, and more likely to live in families with brothers or sisters, or with other relatives. The greatest increases across age occurred for parent-absent children living in non-family arrangements, specifically in institutions and as secondary individuals.
When all ages are combined strong racial differences emerge in the living arrangements of parent-absent children, as can be seen from the data in Table 4 . A much higher percentage of black than white children were living with grandparents, while a much higher percentage of white than black children were living with non-relatives and in institutions. In general, a greater percentage of black children than white children were living in families with some relative, 77.9% versus 59.O0/o, while a greater percentage of white than black children were living in non-relative arrangements, 41.0% versus 22.0%. 
Discussion
The purpose of the present study was to examine the prevalence of children living apart from their parents. Using data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau a statistical profile was presented of these children and their living arrangements. In 1980 over two million, or 3.7% of all unmarried noninstitutionalized children in the United States, were not living with their parents. The percentage of children in this living status increased between 1975 and 1979, especially among black preteenagers. Finally, the highest percentage of parent-absent children were living in the homes of relatives, most often their grandparents.
Since the reasons why children live apart from their parents are unknown, we can only speculate on the causes for the recent rise in the percentage of these children. During the 1970's increases occurred in the rates of illegitimacy, divorce, unemployment, and inflation, all of which may have been causes of parent absence. For example, Furstenberg (1976) reported that 10% of children born to a group of black unwed adolescents had lived apart from their mothers for some period of time before their fifth birthday. Further, some authors have suggested that Americans became more self-centered during the decade of the 1970's (Lasch, 1978) , perhaps increasing the likelihood that during times of hardship some parents would give up a child, if only temporarily, rather than greatly sacrifice for themselves. Of course separation from parents also may be a rewarding opportunity to live with a favorite relative, or in better economic or social conditions. Without understanding its causes, we cannot know if the recent increase in parent absence is an indication of family breakdown, or the strengthening of extended kinship bonds.
A greater percentage of black than white or Spanish origin children were living apart from their parents. As has already been noted this difference may reflect a different ethnic custom in regard to children and their relationship with non-nuclear family members (Hill, 1977) . Jones (1975) investiaated "informal . .
adoption" among a group of black families who lived in rural Alabama and found that the most common reasons for rearing another family's child were that the natural mother had to go to work, go to school, or was ill. Given the harsh social and economic conditions that many black families face, a custom of informal adoption may be adaptive for parents and their children. Besides racial differences in the prevalence of children living apart from their parents, differences also were found in the living ar-rangements of these children. A greater percentage of black than white parent-absent children were living in families with relatives, while a greater percentage of white children were living in families with non-relatives or in some non-family arrangement. Many studies have shown that black families are part of an extensive kinship network whose members provide reciprocal child care, financial assistance, and emotional support (McAdoo, 1980; Williams & Stockton, 1973) . The results from the present study indicate that in some instances these relatives also act as parental surrogates. Most white parent-absent children also were living with relatives, although a greater percentage of white than black families placed their children in public agencies and institutions.
Very little is known about the relationship between children and their grandparents, although grandparentsareoften involved in child care (Neugarten & Weinstein, 1964) . Robertson (1977) reported that babysitting was the most frequent behavior that grandmothers engaged in with their grandchildren, occurring more than once a month. Yet nothing is known about the impact that grandparents have on the development of their grandchildren, or the facts that distinguish "successful" from "uns u c c e s s f u l " grandparenting. Obtaining answers to these questions is especially urgent in view of the findings reported in this study that grandparents not only are convenient babysitters but also, in some circumstances, parent surrogates.
One important question raised by the present study concerns theeffects on children who live apart from their parents. The very large number of infants and preschool age children who were living apart from their parents should be of public concern since maternal separation during this age period is correlated with a number of childhood disorders (Rutter, 1979) . In addition, research with older children whose ~a r e n t s were recently divorced has shown that ,--these children experienced a degree of emotional distress, increased problems of adjustment, and difficult peer relations ( H e t h e r i n~t o n , Cox & Cox, 1978 -.
although these problems were largely over. come by the end Of the first year following the divorce. Research On maternal deprivation and divorce should alert us to the potentially damaging consequences to children who have lived apart from their parents; however, this same research has also shown that these consequences are not the inevitable result of family break-up (Raschke & Raschke, 1979) but are largely due to the conditions which preceeded or followed the separation (Rutter, 1972) . At this point it would be inappropriate t o conclude that all parent-absent children are distressed since the degree of distress may be mediated by such factors as the reason for and length of the absence and the quality of the substitute care.
The demographic facts described i n this paper provide some understanding of parent absence, but this report raises more questions than it answers; most importantly, what are the conditions which result in children living apart from their parents, and how does this living arrangement effect the children, their natural family, and their new family? The answers to these questions may have important implications for understanding parent-child relations and family functioning. In addition, it is not known whether these children and families have special needs which may not be met by current social services. Research into the causes and consequences of parent absence is clearly called for.
